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Dear Friends of Metro Caring:

Since April 2015, exciting change and growth has taken place at Metro Caring. Not only did we distribute 
nearly 1.7 million pounds of nutritious food to hungry families from across the Denver metro area, we also 
moved into our beautiful brand-new Hunger Relief Center. Enhancing capacity to end hunger locally, our new 
space allows Metro Caring to increase holistic programming designed to give people tools needed to flourish 
throughout life.

There was another significant change this year: a new logo and spelling of Metro Caring’s name. While you 
may miss the “ring,” Metro Caring has no geographical boundaries and served families from 113 different zip 
codes. There are tremendous possibilities for the future, as we work toward the day when no one in Denver 
goes hungry. Metro Caring’s increased programmatic scope is assuring healthy food access for all, eliminating 
food waste and bringing economic stability to our community. 

All of this was made possible thanks to the generous support we received from you.

With gratitude,

  
Lynne Butler    
Executive Director              

A LETTER FROM THE  
DIRECTOR



Food is a basic human need; however, the right kind of food - the nutrient-rich food necessary for children to 
develop physically and intellectually, for adults to maintain high energy levels and avoid disease - carries too 
high a price tag for many Coloradans. In Denver County, a single-parent with one preschooler needs to earn 
$47,914 - more than three times the federal poverty level - to make ends meet. Thus, families sacrifice the 
ability to eat fresh foods like fruits, vegetables, and proteins, and in turn have to eat cheap, empty calories, in 
order to cover other expenses like rent and childcare. Before people can experience adequate health, before 

they can excel in school and in the work place, they must have access to nutritious food.

Nearly 1 in 7 Coloradans struggle with hunger

Nearly 1 in 5 Colorado kids may not always know when or where they will get their next meal 

 

More than 1 in 4 working families in Colorado do not have enough food to meet their basic needs 
 

The Metro Caring Difference 

Metro Caring meets people’s immediate need for healthy food while addressing a root cause of hunger – 
poverty – through a holistic suite of education and programming. Access to nutritious food is the foundational 
step to self-sufficiency. However, providing healthy food alone will not end hunger. People need education 
and tools to make healthy choices part of their daily lives. They need proper identification to be eligible for 
employment and federal benefits. Individuals need to earn a livable wage to break out of the cycle of poverty.

Rescuing food from local outlets, Metro Caring operates a free, fresh-foods market where families shop for up 
to one week’s worth of nutritious groceries. Classes are offered in gardening, nutrition and financial literacy. 
Self-sufficiency programming includes identification document assistance, benefits enrollment, Seeds for 
Success job-training, utilities assistance and community health services. 
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Healthful Foods Access
Metro Caring’s signature program, Healthful Foods Access, 
ensures that hungry families and individuals have nutritious 
food to meet their immediate need and avoid hunger in the 
short term while they work toward self-reliance.

Self-Sufficiency
Metro Caring also prevents future hunger by helping people 
obtain critical identification documents, attend financial 
literacy classes, sign up for utilities assistance and  become 
self-sufficient through Seeds for Success, a job-training 
program.

Health Services
Through collaborations with health providers, Metro 
Caring offers free health services to assist with 
existing issues and prevent future health challenges.
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94%
90%
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83lbs

of Metro Caring participants would be 
challenged to feed themselves and/or their 
families without Metro Caring

Hosted first annual Food4All KidsKamp, a 
garden-based service learning experience 
for children to learn about local hunger 
prevention and instill philanthropic values 

More than 200 individuals attended  
in-depth nutrition education classes

3,780 individuals benefited from 

Healthy Tastings and/or Food for Thought 
demonstrations

8,472 pounds of produce grown for  
Metro Caring at local gardens and farms

114 participants were screened for  
heart disease 

64 individuals worked with a health worker  
to quit smoking and/or alcohol consumption

32 individuals received flu shots

Launched Seeds for Success, a food-industry   
job-training program 

Became a member of National Grocers Association

Logged 185 hours of job-training in first 3 months 

Named the lead identification document assistance 
agency in the state of Colorado

Metro Caring will help participants obtain a 
minimum of 14,400 documents in 2016, an  
increase of 450% from 2015 

Began offering personal financial coaching with 
assistance from mpowered twice weekly, in addition to 
group financial literacy classes offered thrice weekly

Utilities assistance: This year, Metro Caring will power 
1,050 homes

of Metro Caring participants added new or 
different foods to their diets

of participants report improved household 
health as a result of Metro Caring

of market food offerings were fresh in the 
first 6 months of operation in the Hunger 
Relief Center 

average weight of grocery cart per household

Gardening and Nutrition Education
Along with providing healthy food, it is important to 
help people understand the importance of proper 
nutrition to improve their well-being. Further, learning 
to grow food at home can expand fresh-foods intake, 
increase opportunities for exercise, and supplement 
the food budget.
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THANK YOU SUPPORTERS
Every year Metro Caring gratefully receives generous contributions from individuals, foundations, faith 
communities, and businesses. Whether donations of time, food, money, or talent, YOU allow us to continue 
supporting families and fighting hunger in Denver. To respect donor anonymity, Metro Caring does not 
publish donor names in its annual report. Please know your contributions are vital to our success. Whatever 
we accomplish, we do so with your continued commitment to creating a healthier, economically robust, and 
hunger-free Denver. Thank you! 

PARTNERSHIPS AGAINST WASTE

Food Waste: A key factor in alleviating hunger is eliminating the amount of safe, nutritious food that goes 
to landfills. Metro Caring is leading the local food waste mitigation movement through grocery rescue 
partnerships and a new collaboration with DIA to retrieve unsold food from their vendors. Metro Caring 
then redistributes high quality food to food-insecure families. Metro Caring also participates in an industrial 
composting process to ensure that less food becomes trash and more is utilized in a healthier capacity for all.

2 TONS

23,500
21,206

1000

Composted 2 tons of 
organic materials /week

Send 1000 pounds to pig 
rancher / week

Redistributed an average 
of 23,500 pounds of food  
to other nonprofit 
organizations each month

21,206 pounds saved 
annually in methane 
production

Health Services
Through collaborations with health providers, Metro 
Caring offers free health services to assist with 
existing issues and prevent future health challenges.

Hosted first annual Food4All KidsKamp, a 
garden-based service learning experience 
for children to learn about local hunger 
prevention and instill philanthropic values 

More than 200 individuals attended  
in-depth nutrition education classes

3,780 individuals benefited from 

Healthy Tastings and/or Food for Thought 
demonstrations

8,472 pounds of produce grown for  
Metro Caring at local gardens and farms

114 participants were screened for  
heart disease 

64 individuals worked with a health worker  
to quit smoking and/or alcohol consumption

32 individuals received flu shots

Gardening and Nutrition Education
Along with providing healthy food, it is important to 
help people understand the importance of proper 
nutrition to improve their well-being. Further, learning 
to grow food at home can expand fresh-foods intake, 
increase opportunities for exercise, and supplement 
the food budget.



FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

REVENUES

In-Kind Donations: 77%
Program Support: 20%
Administration & Fundraising: 3%

In-Kind Donations: 70%
Individuals: 8%
Foundations: 7%
Businesses & Corporations: 4%
Faith Organizations: 2%
Government: 0.005%

EXPENSES

Operating Revenues* 
• In-kind donations: $2,927,831   
• Individuals:  $355,066
• Foundations: $289,563                
• Faith Organizations: $76,929      
• Business/Corps: $168,341           
• Government: $20                           
• ID Assistance: $73,513
• Other: $33,016
• Energy Assistance Grants: $224,853 
• Total Revenue: $4,149,132

Operating Expenses*
• In-Kind Donations: $2,927,831    
• Program Support: $749,234          
• Administration and Fundraising: $128,189
• Total Expenses: $3,805,254
*Capital-Campaign revenue and expenses not included                                                                 

Assets
• Current Assets: $1,668,693
• Other Assets: $4,250,773
• Total: $5,919,466

Liabilities and Net Assets
• Current Liabilities: $52,835
• Temporarily restricted assets: $15,840
• Unrestricted Net Assets: $5,850,791
• Total Liabilities and Net Assets: $5,919,466           

Capital Revenue
• $423,989

Capital Expenses
• $46,435
*Fiscal Year 2015: April 1, 2014-March 31, 2015
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Board of Trustees

President
Mike Porter
Owner, Nexus Corporation, Inc.

Vice President
Ray Johnson
Petroleum Engineer, Retired

Secretary
Robert Longway
Program Director
Department of Regulatory Agencies, State of Colo-
rado, Retired

Treasurer
David Suppes
Chief Operating Officer, Denver Public Schools

Finance Committee Chair
John Bauerle
Vice President and Controller, Dividend Capital

Lynne Butler
Executive Director of Metro Caring

Nora Kimball
Aide, Denver City Council

Shen Nagel, M.D.
President/Pediatrician, Pediatrics West P.C.

Jo Ann Pegues
Registered Dietician, Retired

Matthew Arentsen
Attorney, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck

Jessie Dixon
COO, Havenly

Doug Hock**
Manager of Media Relations, Encana Oil & Gas  
(USA) Inc.

Maria Hannon**
Director of Human Resources, Colorado Health 
Foundation 

John Shively**
Founding Partner, Faegre Baker Daniels, Retired

Barb Jones*
Senior Director of Communications, Ground Floor 
Communications

Ron Glusenkamp*
Senior Pastor, Bethany Lutheran Church

Meme Moore*
Senior Communications Manager, CenturyLink

Board of Directors, Hunger Relief Center at 
Metro CareRing

Lynne Butler, President
Tom Stoever, Vice President and Secretary
Andrew Britton, Treasurer

**Joined in FY ‘16
  *Completed service in FY ‘15

Staff

Lynne Butler
Executive Director

Ryan Galanaugh
Program Director

Alayna Hamilton
Operations Director

Sarah Burns 
Food Access Assistant

Cheryl Feinstein 
Program and Administrative Assistant

Reuben Gregory 
Garden and Nutrition Coordinator

Mike Hallowell 
Truck Driver

Alicia Houser 
Development Associate

Helen Katich 
Self-Sufficiency Coordinator

Hawa Konneh 
Custodian

Luis Linares 
Identification Document Specialist

Megan Maes 
Volunteer Coordinator

Emma Moore 
Program Assistant (Full-time volunteer)

Alissa Niedz 
Business Development Manager

Michael Nunziato 
Food Access Coordinator

Cindy Piggott
Volunteer Resources Associate

Consultants

Tim Cranston 
Development Associate 

Dave Licko 
Finance Director 

Arlin Raedeke 
Seeds for Success Program Assistant

Michelle Reilly 
Bookkeeper and Financial Services Officer



Thank you for your support.


